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Artist brief: Modern-day Bandstand for Choumert 
Car Park Circular Space 

Sustrans are seeking to commission an artist/designer to create a temporary ‘modern-day 

bandstand’ and audience area for the circular space that connects the Choumert Grove Car 

Park with Rye Lane, Peckham, London. 

The ‘modern-day bandstand’ needs to be flexible in terms of its use for all genres of 

performance, from dance to busking to opera. It also needs to accommodate audiences 

and performers of all abilities. 

The intention of the modern-day bandstand is that it experiments with the space; it will be 

temporary in its nature and needs to be installed week commencing 2nd June, ahead of a 

community event on Saturday 7th June, 2014. 

  

    

About the project: 

Pocket Places Peckham is a brand new project for Sustrans working in partnership with 

Southwark Council and the People’s Health Trust. Four other Pocket Places projects are 

underway in Southend-On-Sea, Reading and Derby, with the Peckham project being the 

only one in London. 

Sustrans believes that high streets should be shared equally by all the people that use them 

whether they’re in a car, on two wheels or on foot. Too often high streets are dominated by 

heavy motorised traffic and pedestrians and cyclists are at best pushed to the margins or at 

worst intimidated and scared. This means high streets function only as places to shop and 

not as community spaces. 

Pocket Places aims to transform underused spaces along Rye Lane into lively community 

places. Our approach is to develop ideas with the local community and then trial them 

temporarily in the spaces before making the more successful trials permanent. From 

experience we know that a temporary trial can be a very powerful tool in demonstrating the 
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positive benefits of any proposed changes as well as a way to understand the less 

successful elements. This allows us to make changes on site, leading to more robust and 

successful public realm improvements. 

 

The trials will all be in place on 7th June 2014 when we will demonstrate them to Southwark 

Council, to local people and to the wider public for feedback. We couldn’t resist also having 

a bit of fun on this day so we are planning ‘The Big Trial Event’, with dancing, music, food 

and games not to mention an outdoor film screening, across all  four Pocket Places sites! 

http://pocketplacespeckham.wordpress.com/ 

About Sustrans: 

Sustrans makes smarter travel choices possible, desirable and inevitable. We’re a leading 

UK charity enabling people to travel by foot, bike or public transport for more of the 

journeys we make every day. We work with families, communities, policy-makers and 

partner organisations so that people are able to choose healthier, cleaner and cheaper 

journeys, with better places and spaces to move through and live in.  

As part of our work we bring communities together to help them redesign their streets to 

make them safer and more attractive places to live, where people come first. These 

projects are known as DIY Streets and offer an affordable, community-led alternative to the 

home zones design concept. 

We work with local residents and other partners to create high quality urban environments 

that promote sustainable travel that are safe and pleasant to live in and visit. Key elements 

in creating liveable neighbourhoods are safe and enjoyable walking and cycling routes and 

well-located amenities such as local shops, schools, and green open space. 

www.sustrans.org.uk  

Vision: 

Our vision is to animate each of the chosen Pocket Places with temporary interventions in 

each space (see the project blog for detailed plans). This circular space, connecting 

Choumert Grove Car Park with Rye Lane, is one of several pocket places which have been 

chosen for trials. In Choumert Grove Car Park we want to create a ‘modern-day bandstand’ 

that celebrates creativity through performance; creating a space that invites local people 

and community groups to perform with passers-by encouraged to stop and linger, 

becoming the audience for both programmed and ad hoc performances. 

Lots of people walk through the car park to and from Rye Lane and they don’t realise that 

they are walking on the footprint of the former Tower Cinema, a 2000 seat cinema and the 

gem of Rye Lane in its day. The circular area and the corridor entrance was where the 

grand foyer stood in Egyptian marble, and yet today it is bare and unloved.  

On the 7th June we also aim to have an art installation in the corridor entrance area (wall-

based but which could also make use of the archway of the former cinema’s façade); and 

the Peckham and Nunhead Cinema will be putting on a film screening in the car park for the 

event on the 7th June, for which they intend to recreate the cinema complete with 

usherettes and popcorn!  

http://pocketplacespeckham.wordpress.com/
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/
http://pocketplacespeckham.wordpress.com/2014/02/13/detailed-drawings/
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The circular space and site for the ‘modern-day bandstand’ as viewed from the Choumert Grove Car Park 

end; Tower cinema façade as viewed from Rye Lane. 

 

The brief: 

To design and construct a temporary ‘modern-day bandstand’ that invites people from all 

walks of life to perform in this space that connects Choumert Grove Car Park with Rye 

Lane.  

This structure needs to encompass a stage/performance area as well as an audience area. 

We are open to proposals that explore reconfigurations of the space, while understanding 

that this installation is a trial for a future permanent work. The design of this temporary 

intervention should reflect, but not be exclusive to, the constraints of parameters set out 

below.  

 

Objectives/parameters: 

 Allows for free flow of cyclists and pedestrians through the space to and from Rye 

Lane. 
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 Design must address issues of crime and anti-social behaviour, for example, but not 

exclusive to: 

- Burglary of neighbouring properties, over the walls surrounding the space 

- Street drinkers 

- Arson  

- Theft  

- Fear of attack (from blind corners) 

- Intimidation  

 Accessible for all (considering wheelchair users and those not able to stand to 

watch performances). 

 Accessible and representative for all genres of performance. 

 Longevity – it is intended to be a temporary installation for a minimum of 2 weeks, 

depending on the materials used and whether structure(s) are fixed into place or can 

be moved, with the view to this design informing a more permanent intervention in 

due course. 

 Cats – there are 25 feral cats that currently live in the bushes of the circular space, 

they are fed by a local resident and are regularly treated and occasionally rehomed 

by cat charity Celia Hammond. Sensitivity to this situation is appreciated in design 

proposals, but you are not expected to deal with it in this temporary trial. 

Budget: 

A fee of £5,000 should include all design work, materials, construction, delivery and 

installation. 

Timescale: 

14th April, 5pm  Deadline for proposals 

21st April  Selection/appointment for trial 

5th May   Final designs submitted 

6th – 30th May  Construct and build off site 

W/C 2nd June  Construction on site 

5th June 2014  Installation complete on site 

Evaluation and documentation: 

A commission to create permanent work will become available following the trial event; 

therefore evaluation of the trial will provide an invaluable resource to inform this. You may 

be required to assist in gathering this information through a statuary consultation, providing 

feedback channels for community to respond to this particular trial. 

To apply: 

Application to consist of an initial idea (or several options), including: 

 a written proposal (outlining your intentions behind the design) 

 design sketches  

 a project breakdown with approximate timescale and budget. 

Please also include: 

 a short statement about your work      (continues…) 
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 a current CV  

 Visual evidence of your previous work - website/URL where your work can be 

viewed online, and/or attached images/portfolio of relevant projects.  

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION: 5PM MONDAY 14
TH

 APRIL, 2014 

Email your application to: Lauren Curl, Arts Officer: Lauren.curl@sustrans.org.uk  

Or by post: Lauren Curl, Sustrans, 2 Cathedral Square, College Green, Bristol, BS1 5DD  
 

For further information or to discuss this commission please contact: 

Lauren Curl, Arts Officer: Lauren.curl@sustrans.org.uk  

Telephone: 01179150221 (Tuesdays & Wednesdays) 

 

Or Hannah Padgett, Project Co-ordinator: Hannah.padgett@sustrans.org.uk,  

Telephone: 0207 780 7233, Mobile: 07766 577772 (Mondays, Thursdays & Fridays) 

 

mailto:Lauren.curl@sustrans.org.uk
mailto:Lauren.curl@sustrans.org.uk
mailto:Hannah.padgett@sustrans.org.uk

